
 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 

HAPPY SAINT PATTY’S DAY TO ALL!! 

 

BIG REMINDER- NO GENERAL MEETING ON THURSDAY, MARCH 7; INSTEAD WE ARE 

HAVING DEAL OR NO DEAL.  This event will be held on the basketball court at the Marco 

YMCA.  Please make sure you bring small bills so you can purchase some excellent  
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experienced fishing equipment! 

 

Last month we had our Sheepshead Shindig. It was headed up by Gloria Robertson and her crew consisting of 

Russ Roe and Dave Dodd.  What a fantastic job!  We had 90+ for dinner, music and dancing, and all went well.  

GREAT JOB SHEEPSHEAD TEAM! 

 

Ok folks now it’s time to gear up for the next few events- Baiting Beauties, Trout Event, Buddy Trip and finally 

Super Grouper. So, get ready, we are gonna’ be busy.  Sign up tables will be at the DEAL OR NO DEAL event, 

so you can sign up there as well as through the newsletter. 

 

I just got word from Walker’s Marine regarding their annual charity Tarpon Tournament, scheduled for April 13th 

with the Captain’s meeting on the 12th.  I was informed that the Captain’s meeting will include a silent auction as 

well.  The Walker organization has been very good to our club over the years and by participating in this event it 

is a great way to say thanks.  Please be aware that 100% of the proceeds goes to charity and is tax deductible.  

Additional information will follow as I receive it. 

 

One last item, on March 18th there will be a WATER QUALITY WORKSHOP at city hall.  Additional information 

on this will be in newsletter and on web site.  We all have a vested interest in our water, so time to get involved. 

 

Don’t forget to send in those big fish pictures!! 

 

Remember: A shrimp that wiggles is better than one that doesn’t. 

 

See ya’ at the bait shop.  Pete A 

 

PS. Please help our club to be even better. Please email me any thoughts you have for future 

speakers or fishing events. We are always looking for ways to improve. 

 

http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LEADER BOARD Updates as of February 
Get LEADER BOARD updates using the link below. 

Link to LEADER BOARD 

 

Fish of the Month (FOM) as of February 
Get FOM updates using the link below. 

Link to Fish of the Month 

 

Kayak Fishing the Imperial River 
February 12, 2019 

by Victor Ordija 

 
Expectations were high for the seven kayakers that left the launch on the Imperial River. 

Last year several large Snook including two fish above slot were caught at this venue.  

Weather conditions were good, the water was crystal clear but the ten mile paddle that 

the group endured resulted in very few fish being caught. Very little fish activity was seen 

as the group paddled down river and into Fish Trap Bay. A few Pelicans were observed in 

the bay diving on bait fish but no feeding fish were seen attacking the small school of bait. 

Gary Costley managed to catch a small Black Drum and Mike Larsen reported catching a 

small Redfish. All the other fish caught were a few Snappers, Jacks and Ladyfish. 

The Imperial River is a scenic waterway with large expensive homes along the shoreline 

before the river enters Fish Trap Bay. While the main channel has considerable traffic, the 

side channel that leads into Fish Trap Bay is pristine and is normally the area that is most 

productive for anglers. On this day, other than enjoying a nice day on the water, the 

kayakers had little to show for their effort. 

 

Contact Victor at vicord1@comcast.net. 

 

http://marcosportfishingclub.com/LeaderBoardHome.htm
http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/FishOfMonth.htm
mailto:vicord1@comcast.net


 

  

 

 

Offshore Report 
by Ed Shebert 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY EVENT – Most all Offshore Excursions were met with good catches of 

Red Grouper and Yellowtail Snapper, almost exclusively in 95’ – 115’ of water. 

Also there were a couple of trips in 50’- 60’ with Snapper Success.  10 Mile Bait Stop, 

always prolific, has been reduced to 2 and 3” Sand Perch.  But they are good for 

Grouper as a 27”er was brought over the rails. 

Blogs, reports, and news articles are stating Gulf conditions are improving. 

 

                                    COMING EVENTS 
 

MARCH EVENT – Fish Sunday, March 1st thru March 9th, Fish anywhere, Catch 

Anything.  Largest Legal Yellowtail Snapper wins $20 ticket for MSC clothing item in 

all divisions. 

 

APRIL EVENT -  SUPER GROUPER TOURNAMENT  Mike Mueller and Roger 

Linder are CO-CAPTAIN’S  Fish Tuesday April 2nd thru Wednesday April 9th.  Details 

available NOW – see program and signup sheet in this newsletter.  Captains, sign up 

early, no need to have your crew fixed as of yet.  Also, I have ‘alternate’ crew bench 

available if you need….let me know asap, they go fast. 

 

Send Signup sheets to: Ed Shebert  eshebert@savatree.com c: 9145646638 

 

 

Captain Roger Linder's Crew had a 
Super Grouper Day! I can tell, that 
Roger "is in it to win it"! 
 

mailto:eshebert@savatree.com


 

2019 Sheepshead Shindig 
February 14, 2019 

 
Due to Small Craft Warnings predicted for February 13th the Sheepshead 
Tournament was actually held on Thursday the 14th. It was a challenge still 
with 2 to 4 seas but the tournament was still a huge success. What better way 
to spend Valentines Day then with the love of your life..........a Sheepshead. 
 
We had 29 teams with a total of 80 Anglers. Prizes were awarded to the team 
with the 2 heaviest Sheepshead per boat regardless of the number of anglers. 
 

• Ken Robertson took 1st place boat prize with 10.00 lbs 

• Bob Horst took 2nd place boat prize with 8.61 lbs 

• Tony Saputo took 3rd place boat prize with 7.68 lbs 

• Dave Dodd took 4th place boat prize with 5.70 lbs 

• Dick Larson took 5th place boat prize with 4.74 lbs.  
 
There were individual awards based on the heaviest Sheepshead caught per 
angler.  
 

• Bob Horst took 1st place with 6.16 lbs 

• Bob Mazzatto took 2nd place with 5.38 lbs 

• Tony Saputo took 3rd place with 5.06 lbs.  
 
An awards dinner was held at The Marco Moose Club with 100 guests in 
attendance made up of Anglers, Spouses and friends. Again another 
successful MSC tournament that everyone had a great time and much 
camaraderie. 
 

 



 

 

 

Ken Robertson & Bob Mazzatto 
 
1st place boat award & 2nd place 
angler award 

 

Joe LoRusso & Tony Saputo 
 
 3rd place boat award & 3rd 
place angler award 

 

A sneaky Sheepshead 
that was disqualified due 
to the weigh belt! 

 



Buddy Trip 
 February 25, 2019 

by Joe Perino 

 

The Buddy Trip outing started in the Coon Key area where we fished for about an 

hour or so to look for the elusive whiting. We then left the area and headed for Cape 

Romano where we spent most of the day.  The temperature was warm but winds 

were gusty.  Putting the high wind aside, it was a really beautiful day. There were ten 

boats on this trip, four from the north and six from the south. The 34 anglers on the 

boats caught a plethora of fishes. Among the fishes caught were:  whiting, silver 

trout, pompano, sheepshead, lady fish, bonnethead sharks, a lemon shark, a sting 

ray, sea robin, lizard fish, a grouper, blue runner and of course, an abundance of 

catfish.  The day was ended with a fish tales that consisted of a cocktail hour and 

dinner with significant others at the Moose Lodge. Forty three people dined on prime 

rib, chicken and eggplant with cake for desert. As usual the camaraderie was 

wonderful as the people on the Buddy List are a close group of friends.  

The next outing will be on Wednesday, March 25, 2019. 

 

If you wish to join the Buddy List email Joe Perino  rivpress@aol.com 
  

  

Joe Perino with a 

Whiting 

Larry Heinemann with a  

   “nice” Grouper 

mailto:rivpress@aol.com


  

 

 

Joe also hooker a Ray JayTerzis hooked a Shark 

Barry French’s catch 

Anglers on the prowl 



 
Everglades Trip 
January 18, 2019 

by John Marchetti 

 
 

 

This January, the Marco Sportfishing Club, featured Everglades fishing 

guides Captain Rapp and Captain Brandon. Together, they shared their 

knowledge of fishing the “Glades”.  

 A trip with Captain Brandon or either of his two sons, Austin and Kaleb, of 

Everglades City Fishing Charters was raffled off that night.  Club member, 

John Marchetti was the lucky winner. Here is his account of the trip. 

“After donating to the club’s 50-50 for 6 years (and never winning), I figured 

I was due. Surprise, I won!      I thought that this was a great idea for the 

club. It showed our support for the speaker in purchasing a guided trip and 

it gave the opportunity for a member to score a day of fishing, while 

learning the techniques presented by the speaker.       

 

 

 I wanted to get out there as soon as possible to report back to the club by the February meeting. I 

asked fellow club member, Jim Doench to join me and together with Capt. Brandon, we picked a date. 

He adjusted the time of the trip to match the premium tides (10:00 – 4:00) and we secured the date of 

January 18th.   

We met at the Everglades Bait and Tackle Shop (owned by Captain Brandon’s wife) and headed over 

to their dock a few streets away. We were to be fishing with Captain Austin, 

the Snook specialist and our favorite species to fish for. In picking the date, 

we were able to control the tides, but not the winds. As we all know, a 

steady east wind of 15 mph can alter your plans. The water was muddy and 

low and became a challenge getting thru Chokoloskee Bay to those 

“planned hotspots”. We decided to use our own rods, but we used their 

bucktail jigs, red head with white tails. On the Captain’s advice, based on 

conditions, we tipped these jigs with a small piece of shrimp. He was happy 

to hear that we would be “catch and release” fishing, (I’m pretty sure it was 

a conservation “happy”’ not because he didn’t have to clean fish). The 19’ 

skiff made its way down to the mouth of the Huston and Chatam Rivers and 

we began fishing. The bite for Snook was on immediately, most were smaller males, in the 15” to 20” 

variety, but they were plentiful. Moving slightly up into the Huston River tidal flats, we were onto 

Redfish. Again, abundant, but most were the same size as the northern catches around Marco, 13” to 

18”. Although the tackle was the same, the technique and water condition for these varied a little. 

With about 15 to 20 of each species under our belt, and as the tide quickened, we moved again, into 

faster water and onto trout. This is where the southern distinction had shown. Almost all of the trout 

were over 18” and plump.  As tide rose, we were able to move to more 

secluded areas continuing our varied catches. A few black drum, 

sheepshead and jack crevalle rounded out our catch and closed out our 

day. Back at the dock, Captain Brandon was working on one of their other 

boats, a 25’ bay boat.  He shared his vision of this family business… both 

of his sons loved fishing, with his wife running the tackle shop, it was a 

way of securing their future in the sport we all love. Good luck to 

Everglades City Fishing Charters.”  

Go Fishing!   

 



 

 

 

March 2019                                                         Fish of the Month: Spotted Seatrout 

Date Event Information & Comments 

March 1-9th Offshore Fishing Event Pick a Day 

March 7   Deal no Deal  7PM at Marco YMCA 

March11 Board Meeting Time and Location to be 

Confirmed 

March 11-13th “Baiting Beauties” Event  See Attached Flyers 

March 14 Trout “Spottacular” Captains 

Meeting 

3:30PM at the Moose 

March 18 Trout Event Fishing Day See Attached Flyer  

March 19 Alternate Trout Fishing Day  

March 25 Buddy Trip Details on the Website 

March 26 Kayak Trip Everglade City Details on the Website 

March 27 Jason’s Sammich Picnic See Attached Flyer 

Special Notice Water Quality Workshop 18th 1PM Council Meeting Room 

 

 
 



May 2019                                                                   Fish of the Month: King Mackerel 

Date Event Information & Comments 

May 1 Offshore Event Starts “Holy 

Mackerel end 7th 

Details to Follow 

May 2 General Meeting 7PM Rose Hall Auditorium Doors 
Open 6:30 

May 6 Board Meeting 8:30 Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Station Caxambas Park 

May 8 Picnic Mexican Theme Details to Follow 

May 16 Lizard Slam Captains Meeting Details to Follow 

May 17 Lizard Slam Fishing Day  

May 18 Alternate Fishing Day  

May 25 Kayak Trip Details to Follow 

   

   

 

April 2019                                                                   Fish of the Month: Red Grouper 

Date Event Information & Comments 

April 1 Offshore Captains Meeting 4PM at the Crazy Flamingo 

April 2 Offshore “Super Grouper” 

Starts ends the 9th 

See Article this Newsletter also  
Flyer this Newsletter 

April 4 General Meeting Speaker 

Fishing Clinic 

7PM Rose History Auditorium 

Doors Open 6:30 

April 5 Pick a Partner Captains 

Meeting 

3PM at the Moose see 

attached Flyer  

April 6 Pick a Partner  Fishing Day 

April 8 Board Meeting 8:30 Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Station Caxambas Park 

April 10 Super Grouper Awards and 

Pizza Party 

Noon at the Moose 

April 16 Kayak Trip Everglades City See Website for Details 

April 17 Italian Theme Picnic See Attached Flyer 

Special Notice Walker Marine Charity Event See Pete’s Tackle Box 

 Captains Meeting April 12th More Details to Follow 

 Fishing Day April 13  

 



 

 
 

Update from the Editor 
February 2019 

 
 

Lots’ of action these last few weeks and expect more in the weeks to come.  The winners 

in the Sheepshead Shindig caught fish which made the Leader Board.  Also look at the 

pictures submitted by new member Jeff Krantz at the bottom of the page. 

There was also a lot of action at the Thursday Water Advisory Committee (WAC) 

meeting.  The committee has 3 new members, all very knowledgeable and enthusiastic, 

just like the other 4 members.  The city council is very much aware that water quality is a 

top priority in the minds of most Marco residents.  Hopefully there will be some positive 

action this year.  Sam Young is now a council member and you can be sure be will push 

the issue.  At the WAC meeting Sam announced that he is working with University of 

Florida to start a intense and through study of Marco Island’s waterways.  More on this in 

the future.  In closing if you have not reviewed the Sunday eblast regarding Water 

Quality get into it ASAP.  It has a report, long but very readable, by Turrell and Hall 

discussing the Nitrogen issues as well as other matters.  Finally, on March 18th there is a 

meeting at City Hall to discuss and take public comment on water quality concerns, 

details are noted in the eblast. 

 

Finally, I am always looking for interesting pictures with an accompanying “Fishing Tale”.  

Send them to me as well as any other comments at pfwanzenberg@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 
 

Jeff’s son Jacob with his 31”  

              Snook 

 

Jeff and a “Tasty” Tripletail 



 
 



 



 





CURRENT PICNIC PARKING RULES 

 

Beginning in October 2016, MICA no longer issues stickers for vehicles, rather requires that vehicles have a 

person aboard with a current MICA membership card.  In the past, as a courtesy to the club, they had allowed 

club members without MICA membership to park in the lot if they were attending the picnic.  However, due to 

complaints from MICA members that the lot was full during picnics, we no longer have that luxury. 

 

Please be aware that the fine for parking on a swale within the vicinity of Sarazen Park is $95.  

 

HOW TO PARK FOR PICNICS: 

 

1) Marco Island residents can purchase an ID card at the MICA office (above the Mutual of Omaha Bank on 

San Marco and S. Barfield) for $140.  You will need a tax bill or homeowners insurance policy with your 

name on it.  http://www.marcocivic.com/applications/  The ID for your wallet (or on a lanyard) allows you 

to park any vehicle in the lot.  However, it appears that the ID card does not replace the old sticker, ie. you 

can’t let someone else drive your car, they will look at your card to make sure you are in the vehicle.  Also, 

MICA has been leaving notices on cars (including convertibles) that the card must be left on the windshield 

(not on list of 27 rules or on MICA website).  Be aware if someone steals your ID card for following this 

dumb rule, it will cost you $25 to replace it.  Maybe leave a copy of your card on the dashboard instead?      

 

2) Get a Collier County beach sticker from the library or Caxambas boat ramp, and park in the Collier County 

parking lot, which is adjacent and east of the MICA lot.  You cannot park in the MICA lot with this sticker.  

The stickers are free to Collier County residents, but you need your car registration. Note that in season on 

very nice days, the Collier County lot could be full by mid-morning. * 

 

3) Pay the fee for parking in the Collier County parking lot of $8 (correct change required). * 

 

4) Find a ride from someone who has a MICA card. 

 

5) Be aware that MICA rule #15 states: “MEMBERS MAY NOT SHUTTLE GUESTS.  MEMBERS MAY 

ENTER ONCE WITH UP TO FIVE PERSONS ONLY”. 

 

6) Park at a friend’s house/condo that lives within walking distance.  I’m not allowed to say who they are (we 

have many) but you can check the roster.  Maybe buy him/her some beers at Happy Hour.  

 

* The Collier County rangers who sometimes patrol the Collier County parking lot, have been telling picnic 

goers that the lot is for “beach parking only” and not for attending picnics (I doubt if this has been tested in 

court).  So if you park there you should appear as if you are going to the beach.  Passing chairs over the fence 

will probably get you busted.  Because of liability issues, ANYONE CLIMBING OVER THE FENCE WILL 

BE EJECTED FROM THE PICNIC WITH NO REFUND. 

 

Note:  These are these that latest rules as 1/23/2018.  See the date-stamped CURRENT PICNIC PARKING 

RULES for any changes. 

 

http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/Flyers/RULES-Picnics/SarazanParkingRules.pdf
http://www.marcosportfishingclub.com/Flyers/RULES-Picnics/SarazanParkingRules.pdf


MSC Club Logo Merchandise 
Prices as of 01/01/2019 

                       (Store Closes at the April Meeting) 

Items Prices 
  
BUFFS $5.00 

BURGEES-(FLAGS) $15.00 

DECALS $0.50 

HATS-REDFISH   $5.00 

HATS-MSC LOGO $12.00 

HATS-“MAKE OUR WATER GREAT AGAIN” $11.00 

KOOZIES  $1.00 

LICENSE PLATES $8.00 

VISORS $9.00 

RAPALA RULER $15.00 

LIMITED EDITION ARTWORK $5.00 

   

Clothing M - XL 2XL 

   

SHORT SLEEVE TEE SHIRTS $12.00 

GOLF SHIRTS & POLO SHIRTS $20.00 

ALL LONG SLEEVED T SHIRTS $16.00 

LONG SLEEVED SWEATSHIRTS  $22.00 $24.00 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS $22.00 $25.00 

LONG SLEEVED PERFORMANCE SHIRTS $13.00 $15.00 

SHORT SLEEVE TEE SHIRTS WITH POCKET $16.00 $18.00 

COBOLT BLUE JACKETS $46.00 

LADIES SLEEVELESS & RACER BACK TANKS $10.00 





 



 

 


